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IMnI Annual Conference in Rio de Janeiro – May 26-28, 2026 
The Shifting Dynamics of Manganese: Navigating Complexity 

 

 

 

The International Manganese Institute (IMnI) successfully concluded its 2026 Annual 

Conference, solidifying a position as the world’s largest manganese-only event. 

Hosted at the Fairmont Copacabana Hotel, this year’s edition brought together over 200 

delegates representing 109 unique companies across 35 countries.  
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The conference attracted key stakeholders from across the global manganese value 

chain, including industry-leading manganese miners, alloy, metal and chemical 

producers, alongside traders, consultancies, logistics companies and prominent players 

from the steel and battery sectors. 

 

 

Throughout the event, thought leaders and industry experts shared their views on the 

shifts that shape the world, the manganese industry and its consuming sectors. 

Conference presentations are available to IMnI members via the IMnI extranet: 

• The global reset – new paradigms, Professor Marcos Trojyo, Economist, former 

Deputy Economy Minister of Brazil 

• Steel dynamics: Navigating trade war impacts and the net-zero pathway for 

a sustainable industry, Everton Guimarães Negresiolo, CEO Long Carbon 

LATAM, ArcelorMittal 

• A 5-year outlook of the global and Latam steel industry, Clare Hanna, Senior 

Analyst, CRU Group 

• Making battery-grade manganese outside China – the MMC case study, 

Morné Ruiters, Chief Marketing Office, Manganese Metal Company (MMC) 

• Manganese in batteries: technology and supply chain outlook, Tanisha 

Schultz, Senior Research Analyst, Project Blue 

• Battery trends 2026: A shifting landscape for manganese chemical 

producers, Jean-Thibault de Besombes, VP Sales - Manganese Products, 

Vibrantz Technologies 

• Key manganese market developments in 2026, Kevin Fowkes, Managing 

Consultant, AlloyMetrics 

• South African manganese supply trends, Brad Rogers, Managing Director & 

CEO, Jupiter Mines 

• Decoding China's manganese market: Steel, alloy dynamics and industry 

changes, Edward Li, CEO, Shanghai Qunxian Resources 

• Gerdau’s sustainability strategy and Scope 3 expectations for the 

manganese supply chain, Guilherme Lage Becker, Procurement General 

Manager, Gerdau Steel 

• Sustainability strategy in manganese production, Rocklin Reed, Group 

Manager Sustainability, Ore & Metal Company 

• Endocrine disruptors and manganese: The science, the risk and the 

regulatory reality, Dr. Doreen McGough, Executive Director, Manganese 

REACH Administration (MARA) 
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Esteban Rivero (Deputy CEO, Autlán), Arnaud Vigier (Manganese Ore Sales Director, 

Eramet) and Vimal Kumar Mohanlal (Managing Director, World Metals & Alloys) participated 

in a panel discussion themed State of the manganese industry – challenges and 

opportunities, moderated by Kevin Fowkes of AlloyMetrics  

 

The conference was supported by generous sponsors, including Autlán, Berry Alloys, 

CCMA, Maringá Ferro Ligas, OM Holdings, Ore & Metal Company, Traxys, Tshipi é 

Ntsimbintle, United Manganese of Kalahary (UMK) and World Metals & Alloys (WMA). 

 

It provided unparalleled networking opportunities across a series of events, including 

the Welcome Cocktail, the Networking Cocktail, the Gala Dinner as well as networking 

luncheons. 

 

 

On Friday 29 May, numerous conference delegates took advantage of the opportunity 

to visit the industrial complexes of two Brazilian manganese-producing members. 

• Technical visit to Maringá Ferro Ligas: 
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• Technical visit to Nexus Liga: 

 
 

 

Feedback from some of the delegates after the event: 
 

• IMnI Conference in Rio: What an A class experience - the speakers, the content, the 

networking and finally the location. I wish I could press the repeat button – MARA 

• Thank you for organizing the IMnl event. It was very insightful and helpful to stablish and 

strengthen connection in the manganese industry – Appian Capital Brazil 

• Many thanks to You and ImnI team for the very well-organized conference in Rio and special 

thanks for the tour to Maringa – Omni B.V. 

• Thank you for organizing such a high-level event - Maringá Ferro Ligas 

• Congratulations for the amazing event! - Buritirama Mineração 

• It was a pleasure participating in the conference. Congrats for the organization – 

Gerdau 

• Well done IMnI on a superb conference – AlloyMetrics 

• An excellent conference in a wonderful place. Speakers super good as well ! Congrats to all 

the IMnI team !!!Looking forward to the next one !!!!! – LS Alloys 

• Thank you IMnI for hosting an excellent conference – Manganese Metal Company (MMC) 

• Congratulations on the conference and the high level of the IMnl company representatives – 

Fermavi Eletroquimica 

• Another fantastic IMNI conference. It was great to re-connect with fellow manganese 

producers, users and of course the IMNI team! – Black Canyon 

• Thank you for arranging such a fantastic conference in Rio this time and also, we were happy 

to be there with sharing good atmosphere with all attendees – Nippon Denko 

• My thanks to IMnI for bringing together industry leaders and stakeholders from across the 

world – Bihar Foundry & Castings 

• Congratulations on another successful IMnI conference. Thank you for all your efforts 

organizing event – CRU 

• Well done on a vey successful conference – Estrella Resources 
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To date, 7 new members have joined the International Manganese Institute in 2026. 
 

During his opening remarks at the Welcome Cocktail, IMnI Chairman Paul Desportes 
welcomed the institute's newest members, introducing them to all attendees. 
 

 
 
 

The IMnI now represents 128 major manganese stakeholders globally, including 15 in 
India and 32 in China. 
 
To learn more, visit www.manganese.org or reach out to the team at 
imni@manganese.org 
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